


Presenting two great new DE SOTO lines

F ‘ R E D O M E All-new for '55 .. . is the De Soto Firedome line. Yes, all-new from a top

that’s but a shade over five feet high . . . to new tubeless tires. Sweeping new body lines are
slim, clean, taut . . . yet, spell out power and performance in every curve. Sparkling new
chrome accents this feeling perfectly. Rich, all-new interior elegance . . . striking new hues
and colors . . . gorgeous new fabrics and vinyls exquisitely blending together. Immense, new
windshield, front and rear, And, there’s added power to the famous Firedome V-8 engine . . .
now increased to a hefty 185 horsepower,




both with new V-8 power for 95

FI R =) F L T E Style . . . that's the highlight in every sweeping detail of the new 1955
De Soto Fireflite line. Exceedingly long and beautiful . . . barely five feet high . . . with a
mighty, new 200 horsepower Fireflite engine that needs only regular gas, the De Soto Fireflite
line is truly a newborn, distinctive design. There’s a youthful verve and spirit to its graceful,
new exterior curves and bright, colorful interior luxury . . . 55 vivid new exterior color combi-

nations . . . New Horizon wrap-around windshield . . . new “dual-cockpit” instrument panel

. . . that definitely marks De Soto as the new car for years to come.




Designers have achieved the ultimate

’I-Ili.‘ _\'l’ur l)‘.‘ SLP[U }Hl?\- E‘:i‘:l]il![]\'li :iﬂli l'rl'ﬂ!l'li anew, ril‘:h. l!llrallll‘
fabries, vinyls and leathers . . . striking weaves and sculptured patterns, into
a rainbow of color schemes that blend delightfully and beautifully with
exterior color combinations. 39 gay-colored trim combinations are available.
Add to this . . . bright, colorful, textured headlinings . . . handsome,
sponge-rubber-backed nylon carpeting . . . a new instrument panel . . . glistening
modern hardware fashioned to enhance the overall styling theme . . . and you have

a stylish, comfortable interior treatment carried out in perfect taste.

World famous fashion authority, Anne Fogarty, says:
“This is definitely a stylish interior.

Fabrics are lovely . . . colors superbh.”




new DE SOTO INTERIOR ELEGANCE




The De Soto Fireflite SPORTSMAN

From the massiveness of its gleaming chrome bumper and
integrated grille to the new rear deck . . . from the wide expanse
of its New Horizon windshield, topped by the new chrome “Sun Cap,” to the
slant of its new rear window . . . the low silhouette of the Fireflite
Sportsman expresses an eager, agile, “in motion™ feeling.
Accenting and highlighting this blithe spirit is a rapier-like, contrasting

color panel running almost the entire length of the car.

De Soto Fireflite Sportsman Interior

This interior combination of dramatic, sculptured
nylon upholstery, pleated genuine leather bolsters and
matching door panels . . . is in perfect color

harmony with exterior paint and the instrument panel.



De Soto Fireflite Sportsman Door Trim

The Sportsman’s smart, harmonizing door panel is
highlighted by extending the rich, ivory vinyl trim

to the door window glass opening . . .

thus adding a custom-crafted touch and creating a new
motif in interior elegance.



The DeSote Fireflite COMNVERTIBLE

\._

Solidly cradled on a sturdier, heavier frame, you'll
surely feel the gay blade as you hoss this sleek-looking, 200 horsepower
(economical yet powerful) beauty about. Bright, hearty leathers and
nylon fabries blended to exterior colors complete the interior
picture in stunning style. The handsome powered top operates at a
finger-touch . . . is easily locked and unlocked by one center handle.



The De Soto Fireflite FOUR-DOOR SEDAN

Lengthy (over 18 feet long) and low (barely reaches
five feet) beautiful and powerful, here’s an open invilation
to drive as you've never driven before. Big. family-size doors
are gateways to roomy interiors brilliant in fabrie,
pattern and color . . . handsome, box-hack seats
and seat-back bolsters of multi-pleated, soft, silken-like rayon
with exclusively processed sponge-rubber backing . . .
seal facings of light, contrasting colored vinyl . . .

all color-keyed to a wide array of vibrant hues blending

with the instrument panel and exterior color.



Exciting De Soto Firsts!

First, there’s the revolutionary New Horizon windshield which is !'uH}
\\ralinln\d around not u\l|_§' at the lower corners but at the top. too! The
new swept-back effect and sloping pillars enhance the feeling of motion
and give a definite forward look to the car. The smart, chrome “Sun Cap™

l_n]'JIiull:i“ dramatically r.-m;-hasizt‘s the new De Soto look.

Modern indeed are these exciting Then there's the unique, dash-mounted “Flite Control™

wheel covers that feature concentric lever that sets a completely new trend in driving con-
: oy venience and style! Directly at your finger-tips . . .
circles of spiraling chrome, : R < : :

: easier to operate in its notched. chrome base plate.

And, the De Soto “dual-cockpit” instrument panel that

is stylish, simple. A textured vinyl instrument panel
top eliminates glare and reflections. Instruments, too,
are glare proof, easy to read. Glove compartment is a
full 70% larger. Courtesy lights on both sides of panel.

-




The Great New DE SOTO FIREDOME V-8...

Now More Powerful—and Smartly Styled!

In every sense of the word the famous De Soto
Firedome line is all-new . . .and if's truly styled for

tomorroiw.

Firedome for °55 is all-new in its more powerful 185
horsepower V-8 engine that needs only regular fuel
for top performance and economy . . . all-new

in its low, longer lines, tastefully chromed

.. . all-new in its bright, eolorful interior

beauty. Yes, Firedome's all-new

except for its already famous

name and outstanding per-

formance record.




The modern De Soto mode is expressed perfectly by
I i ¥y

the freshly styled chrome door handles which work on
a new “push-pull” principle. They're faired smoothly

and solidly along the taut l:uni_\' .-LJ['l';uw'—-u[-vr:llr' r‘u-'it_v.

New, stylish door handles and window levers enhance
the [resh flair of the interiors. There's a solid,
crisp look to their |'|i:_:]|1_\ buffed chrome surfaces

which acecentuates the glamorous interior treatment.



The New De Soto Firedome FOUR-DOOR SEDAN

.

Impressively big and beautiful, this four-door. like every De Soto
Firedome. delivers all the popular advancements and luxuries.
It has a stylish, low, modern sweep Lo its lines
. an immense New Horizon windshield that’s swept back . . . beautiful
interior refinements . . . more than ample interior
dimensions, plus the ready response and dependability of the new

185 horsepower Firedome V-8 engine.

De Soto’s eushiony chair-high seats are garbed in the
glamour of newly-created nylon fabrics and vinyl
bolsters that harmonize beautifully with the rich,

two-tone vinyl door panel trim. Modern chrome hardware

and appointments enhance the interior elegance,




B The De Soto Firedome SPORTSMAN

This is for those who crave that little something extre in a car.
The Firedome Sportsman gives you an airy “top down™ feeling,
yet snug and comfortable, too. Glorious exterior colors set off, in
handsome style, the beautiful, modern interiors of colorful vinyls
and exquisite fabrics. Super-comfortable is the ride with
No Sway Ride Control and Oriflow Shock Absorbers on the job.

Comfortable, chair-high, center-split front seat allows easy access

to the spacious rear compartment.



The De Soto Firedome
CONVERITIBLE

With top up or down . . . and it works that fast . . . this
sleek beauty is full of fun, freedom and happy days.
Smart, fashionable styling . . . solid, heavier frame . . .
economical “day-in, day-out” performance . . . glamour in
hearty. rich vinyls and colors—grace the

sumpluous interiors.

Cayly colored nylon fabrics in smart
weaves and patterns combine with durable
vinyl balsters, in harmonizing

colors, to make this Convertible

interior the last word in luxury.




The De Soto Firedome
SPECIAL COUPE

Here is “Hardtop™ style, size, and glamour at lower cost.
Longer, lower lines . . . spacious and gay interiors of
nylon fabric with rich-looking vinyl holsters . . .
matching two-tone vinyl door trim . . . tremendous
New Horizon wrap-around windshield . . . plus the
high standard of performance and economy delivered by

the famous Firedome V-8 engine . . . now 185 horsepower.




The De Soto Firedome
STATION WAGON

Equally at home in suburbs or eity, this spacious four-door beauly seats six with

room to spare. For carrying cargo, rear seat folds flush with floor—tail gate
opens easily, lies flush with floor. Distinguished, swept-back lines are enhanced by the
long-lasting, easy to clean, all-vinyl interior trim of handsome dark gray and white houndstooth

check. Power is “tailor-made” to driving needs by the mighty Firedome engine.



DE SOTO EXTRA-VALUE FEATURES

Dome- Shuped Combustion Chamber

Chair-High Seats Electric Windshield Wipers

Box-Section Roof Ralls Independent Hand quke
Waterproof Ignition

Rubber Insulated Bedy Mountings
Outboard, Parallel-Mounted Rear Spring ///f‘w Spark Plugs

No Sway Ride Control

Tubeless Tires — Oiificw Shiock Aliscrb
Safety-Rim Wheels rifiow ohoc! sorbers Valve Seat Inserts

Oilite Fuel Filter Cyclebond Brake Linings Cyclebond Brake Linings
Safeguard Hydraulic Brakes Safeguard Hydraulic Brakes Synchronized Steering Linkage

2 CYLINDER FRONT
BRAKES apply braking
pressure more evenly
around the entire brake
drum. The two shoes
in each brake are
forced evenly against
the drum. Means more
Emsiliw'. controlled
wraking action.

ORIFLOW SHOCK AB-
SORBERS—Smooth out
the roughest roads by
providing just the right
amount of resistanee
to any size bump. This
controlled action
means a smoother,
more comfortable ride,
far greater stability.

5A_FETY-R|M WHEELS
—Special protective
ridges lock the new
tubeless tire H('{'lll'('l_\'
in place on the center
of the rim when a
Blowout oceurs, thus
permitting a safer,
controlled, straight-
line stop.



DESOTO POWER STQRY

There is a brand new De Soto engine for *55: The fabulous Fireflite V-8

. boasting & mighty 200 h.p.! Fireflite delivers the kind of flashing power
and aceeleration vou've dreamed about! You surge ahead with a smooth,
steady flow of power. A new d-harrel carburetor gives smoother idle,
quicker response. Smooth, quiet, inmur-’n\n'ku--f ~that’s Fireflite—the
most responsive high-compression engine you've ever Lried!

Famous for smooth, eager power and top economy (on regular gas), the
Firedome V-8 for 1953 15 increaser a hefty 185 horsepower, i
built for quietness, greater smot nd long life, Firedome's bore and
e bee power . . . il has larger intake
. . . new 2:barrel earburetor
idle.

DESOTO POWER BRAKES are
simplified in design for greater
efliciency, They put tremen-
dous braking power at the
touch of your toe. A slight
pressure on the new, wider,
{nfnululum-ty;m brake pedal
yrings the car to a smooth,
sufe stop . . . with but half the
uswal pedal pressure.

00

DESOTO POWERFLITE TRANS-
MISSION is simple, effortless!
Set the new “Flite Control”
lever in drive, and you're off!
Up to desired speed quickly,
smoothly. Instanl response
permits you lo pass ar cross
itersections quickly, safely.
You can "rock” it when you're
stuck, brake it going down
hills, park with it casily in
tight spots!

NEW DE SOTO FULL TIME POWER
STEERING works for you full
time, from the instant your
engine starts . . . doesn’t “cut
in and out” on the straight-
away. Always retains that nec-
pLear aring feel of the
road. Eliminates 80% of the
work, makes parking a one
finger operation.

DESOTO POWER WINDOWS
have a handy and altractive
lour-switch master control
panel next to driver which
operates all the windows. In-
dividual eontrols, which work
at the fick of a fnger, are
located at cach windew for
instant usi ||_\ passengers.

NEW DESOTO POWER SEA
permits effortless front sea
adjustment at the touch of .
finger. Merely press the de
sired control switch on th
left side of the front seat . .
and PRESTQ . . . your scal i
where you want it. Seat travel
fore and aft 5 inches . .
vertically 3 inches,

@

G @

DESOTO AIR TEMP AIR CON
DITIONING Leeps interiors at
cool, comfortable degree. Fres|
air is continuo drawn in
filtered and circulated. De Sot
Air Temp takes but thre
minutes to plunge interio
temperature [rom the hot 100
to the cool, comfortable 70



1996 DESWTD

SPECIFICATIONS

FIREFLITE V-8

ENGINE- 8 r 90° V: 200 hp ot 4400 rpm: valves uldllll ll
vierhead: alve di v 5 3
anil :slruk'.". 3 %3, 'l-H lun mﬂn. 7.5 1o 1; maximum !url;ur D74,

1. at 28040 ;,,..T 1t 1..., i 28. Regular flcl.
TRANSMISSIONS —Standiard Fapeed
ment, PowerFlite fully automatic transm
with 3spesd manual shift only).

(A} Manual shift; 3 speeds forward and reve nu- 5¥! hru—-ulull all-helical
i single plate dry-ves
}; reverse 3.48. Overdrive ratio 0. I.GI

ylinder,
o

Also, Overdrive

(i

. ¥ nl‘.tmlh:ll:-.
converter with planetary gears: ratios: s rlm‘ v
2, drive range (direet) 1,00, low range [.72, 1 verse 2
alull lever mstrument panel,

LUBRICATION —

torguie
rive range (low)
3%, Control by
water cooled heat -:\ch.mmr.

il pressure to main connecting cod, and camshalt bearings,
Floating type o take. Fixed shunt oil filter,

COOLUNG—Full length water jockets surround bores; &-blade 18-in. dinmoter
shronded Tan; water copacity, 23 qis. (24 qts, with heater).

DISTRIBUTOR-— Double  breaker Lype; hasniical and ralled
automatic sdvance.

REAR AXLE—Silent-hypoid, semi-floati
{3.54 and 1{’" optionul). Manual Shi
(3.90 und 1.3 optional). PowerFlite 3.51 (

FIREDOME V-8

ENGINE 8 exlinder, 907 V. 185 hp at HO0 rpm; \nlvl‘_'a mrlmmi latoral over-
head: intake valve r. 1847 valve 1.507; bore and
stroke, 3.720% x 3344": u-)mprﬂmou ralio 7. "s [0 l maxirmum torque 245 1
ll) at 2800 rpm; taxable hp, 1028 Regular fuel.
TRANSMISSIONS—Standard i Hespesd | shift. Special ||m|v
ment PowerFlite fully automatic transmission. Also, l‘.l\-erdru‘evl\\'niuhle
with 3-spesd
(A) Manual shift: 3 speeds forward and reverse; synchro
gears; single plate dry-ventilated clut sl 2.
third 1,007 reverse 3 48, tl\.-(-rdriw: ruliss 0
(1 PowerFlite: fully ic shiflt, by !
converter with ])lm.ln.t-ll')’ Flars; mliu& starting &4 cange (low
172, drive range (dircet) 1.0, low range 1.72, reverse 2.39. Control by
lover an instrument panel, air cooled heat exchanger,
LUBRICATION ull pressure o main connecting rod, and camshaft bearings.
Floating type oil mlalu: Fixed shunt oil filter.

COOUNG—Full length witer jackels surround bores: 6-blade 18-in, diameter

shrouded fan: wuter capaeily. 22 qis. (23 gts. with heater).

DISTRIBUTOR—Double  breuker type: mechnmical and  vacuum-eontrolled

auloiatie advanes,

REAR AXLE
(4.1 and 3.3

n;mmmh I'uwu'fl'llln:

wirl shift only),

lent all-helical
second .83,

=

Lorouese

d ratio 3.90
9Lnl5r].1rl| ratio 4.3 (4.1

and 3.9 oplional).

STHER DE SO

LONG WHEELBASE—126 inches; overall length, 217.9 inches, Estnte Wagon 218.6 inches.

BIG BRAKES—I-wl hydraulic inters |‘t||und|!1l type, Lwin oyl front; hig
12-ineh diam 5, heavy seotion, high rib: long- I|llr rivetless Cye mmi linings, contast
areas 201 square inches, o Heakes available as special equipment. Wider brake pedal on
PowerFlite models. Master nidor and bosster mounted on firewall —easily serviced—out of
dirt aren. Pendulum Ly) e sus] ded brake and cdutch pedals, Parking brake: f[rlun lnn. l'lllly

losed internal-ex ii mounted b PowerFlita aperntad
of service brakes: l‘(ll‘l‘llni ~contracting Lype drmn broke momnted behind manual shirt 1rmw
issi e by aitly of servies brakes.

BETTER STEERING —3-tooth roller ahwnng gear, (straddle-mounted eross shaflt with necdle
bearings) . new symmetrical idler arm steering linkage, nearly constant steering ratins—steering
uni need by vertical wheel il—less whenl fight and tire wear. Full Time PPower
Steering, available as special eq

MO-SWAY RIDE CONTROL—De Solo’s frame permits rear springs to be mounted
closer 1o wheels thus reducing car body roll around corners, Wider frunt wheel track.
ORIFLOW SHOCK ABSORBERS —Mounted imside front coil springs. upper end attached to
frame—longer stroke—hetter cushioning, lower pressure, longer life, “sea-leg™ mounted in rear,
ELECTRIC WINDOW UFTS—Special squipment, individeal controls, independent high-eapacity
molors, ssch door. Master conirol beside driver, Windows worm and sector driven,

SOLEX SAFETY GLASS —Specinl Eq ted, for all window arens; reduces
effect of outside glare: keeps interior

ool s

Blue-green

FEATURES

4-WAY POWER SEAT - “)nﬂ, il Eaqui Is, individual eleciric motors. Seat
3 vertically 3 inehes, Limit switches stop molors al extreme

travels fore and oft 53
prasitions.

WATERPROOF IGNITION —lnsuls
weither starbing.

AIRTEMP AIR CONDITIONING—Optional Equi ) a high-efficiency engine-driven
twoecylinder compressor with refri ting cu xlﬁl)f twice as groatl s avernge room sir con-
ditioners. Refrigerates, filters, defur hﬁs_ and circulates air inside car, drawing 25%, fresh air
from cutside at all tines, New cluteh, di drive whe|=

g covering on all vital slectrical eonneetions lor sure all-

cooling is not needed. New last idle deviee, for imore efficiont li New 1
mounted on instrument panel.

FUEL SYSTEM—20 gallon tank, vented, rufhl rear fender fill. Oilits filter, plus ceramie filter on
FireFlite haunical duupllrng Ly i pump, down draft carburetor, &-barrel carburetor on
FireFlite with vacuim automatic control on of dary barrels. 1 e i 2-bureel
carburetor on Firedome.

BATTERY —6 volt, 17-plate, 120 amp hrs capacity.

GENERATOR—Shunt-wound, with current and voltage regulator, 45-amp. capacity.

MNOTE: Marufucturer resernes right te revive, change or modify consiruction of fe Solo molur rehicles,
or any parl thereaf as he muy see fif withoul incurring any obligution ie make like changes on
vehieles previowsly sold.

DE SOTO DIVISION . CHRYSLER CORPORATION . DETROIT, MICHIGAN

LATHL i L6 A — DEA S£72-55




