1958 DE SOTO

FIREFLITE » FIREDOME *  PIRESWETR®



The only thing that's missing

is you behind the wheel

A truly magnificent sutomobile, this 1958
De Soto—long, low and completely beautiful,

with a lithe look of forward metion that can

the contemporary, functional trend. In DeSoto

you will find new performance—commanding

performanco—w

with ive restraint, revealing an

only it at its dinary

Ouly one thi o complete the

picture—you, behind the wheel.

For an automobile is but an extension of its

owner's pe and the 1958 DeSoto—

far more than any other fine automobile—is
the ultimate reflection of your taste, your per-

sonality, your achievements.

Here are smart, luxurious interiors, graced

by the very finest fabrics and appointments,
that reveal a diseriminating eye for texture,

color and form. For 1958, De Sow

sents.

exterior styling which says “farcwell” to the

past and marks your discerning acceptance of

feeling of quiet autho

Whether you choose the superbly:styled

ar the popular,

—whether your
choice is & glamorous hardtop, a spacious

sedan, a vers tion wagon or a carefree

convertible—here is the car for you .

DE SOTO FOR 1958




FIREFLITE 4 DOOR SPORTSMAN




FIRESWEEP 4 DOOR SPORTSMAN




FIREFLITE 2 DOOR SPORTSMAN

FIRESWEEP 2 DOOR SPORTSMAN



— FIRESWEEP 4 DOOR SEDAN

FIREDOME 4 DOOR SEDAN

FIREFLITE 4 DOOR SEDAN




FIRESWEEP CONVERTIBLE



DeSoto Station Wagons

..they don't come any roomier than these!

FIREFLITE 4 DOOR EXPLORER



Exciting new DeSoto Engine
stronger... lighter... more efficient

A yeusof inteniv ngineeingaborstory research

the most advanced engine design on the road today. This
decp-breathing giant s the very first of a new.
breed of power plants specially created to meet the demands
of today's driving conditions and today

excessive weight . . . smoother, quicter

drivers. It pro-

. greater stamina and longer, trouble-free

This new power plant delivers more power in relation
10 weight than other current American engines. lts high
pover-to-weight ratio is made possible by a combination
of remarkable engineering features, including new, high-
efficiency, wedge-shaped combustion chambers and a
stronger, stiffer crankshaft, enclosed in a sturdy new
“Deep-Skirt” block. While unnecessary weight has heen
climinated, rigidity has been greatly improved, resulting
in an engine that operates more smoothly, quietly, effi-
ciently, economically and virtually free from vibration.

NEW SURE-GRIP DIFFERENTIAL

There's ess chance of geftng stuck in snow, ice

ventional difirentiols—it transfers lost” power
from o sipping rear whe
troction. Sure-Grip dife
st coirl o omtvn dry 100 srfcts, o
I¥'s ovailable of low cost on every 1958 De Sofo.

NEW PUSH-BUTTON TORQUEFLITE
A lght fouch on the convenient push-button control and TorqueFlite instantly faps the
smooth, eficient power of De Soto's brillant new engine and conveys i fo the rear
wheels for more smoothly than any other automalic transmission on the rood today.
You get fiveliness without lurch—and, thanks to TorqueFlite’s new woter-cooled foraue
you are assured @ whisper.

onger Ting e, Sandord aquipnars,

NEW CONSTANT-CONTROL POWER STEERING
Tho et Givonced povsr drig onony o
of power in every driving range. 8 gt 3 pnony

converte

1 works fulltime, yet hos self.centering otion
nd gives o steady, secure “fesl of he rood

Incomparably smooth new Torsion-Aire Ride

No other suspension system available today |»m\u|n~ aride

<o ineredibly soft, smooth and well-behaved as Tors
A remarkable combi

o o poive fntin s

—torsion bars and Safety-Sphere joints in the front, ex.
proved Oriflow shock
ead, low-pressure tires all around—

tendeddeaf <prings at the rear, with

absorbers and wide.

soaks up shoek more efficiently than any ather suspension
i

arsion-Aire cering dream by
uxuriously comfortable ride with safe, sure road-
ability and ease of handling rivaling that of many sports cars.

NO LEAN ON CURVES
Soto corners “flat " like o sports /
cor, without annoying lean or sway.

NO NOSE-DIVE /
Torsion-Aires antidip device keeps
the nose up, even during sudden stops. ﬁ_

O SQUAT ON STARTS
Unlike cther cars, De Sofo remains

level even during rapid acceleration. \ﬁ

NO "BREAKAWAY"
De Soto holds firmly on the sharpest
curves, without “rear-end skipping’




- er L1 SICWAY POWER SEAT
L] POWER BRAKES il
-

Total.contoct design giver

N [ WHITE SIDEWALL TIRES
\ Add o dashing touch. Seuf-resistan).
N

[ CAPTIVEAIR NYLON TIRES (
@ S8 80
—_—ii

Carty “builtin spare’ reserve air chomber)

[ NYLON CORD TIRES ‘&
Tougher, longerwearing. Puneture. resistant

1 DELUXE WHEEL COVERS

Sporkling, heavy-gauge stainless see.

yoursatthe ouchof a button

quicker, safer sops, cuts
[ CONSTANT.CONTROL POWER. brking ot u to 30%
STEER

[ SURE.GRIP DIFFERENTIAL

eithrreor. whael has fracion. o smx SAFETY GLASS
[ DELUXE STEERING WHEEL Reduces heat and harsh glare of sun's rays. Solex

Beoutful, jewel-toned plastc Safety Gloss is o “must” for air conditioned cars,

I INSTANT HEAT CONDITIONAIRE

10 les than 5 seconds after you tum i on, the Instont Heat

e

DeSoto optional equipment 1 SAFETY DASH PAD.
Provides vial protecton in
the event of o sudden sfop.

Condifionaire begins o cireulote warm o

new De Seto, ke disappears from the windshie

and accessories

W e tiow Dé Solo eniier, safer and ELECTRO-TOUCH TUNER RADIO. REAR SEAT SPEAKER -
ones you want The costis Jow and the retarns can only be mesured in added = o o e ; Tracsorisad, s ats ey cirran POWER ANTENNA
g S5 Tl e 5 Sl e Eliminates annoying bockground hum. O AIRFOAM sw cusmons [ CARPETING din, grime ond winter slush for safer driving.

ves a et ook of forward motion

I

% C1 T PLISTIC SUN YstRs

bifocal” design with sot *Dawn Blue’ fin

Temovet 87% o e si'sglaring, - fotiuin s,
=
/

L1 BUNPER GUARD ThiM

LI POWER WINDOWS

vinate srefching ot earing

[J POWER TAILGATE WINDOW

er conteol ot driver's Roises or lowers from inic

or ow. Three conveniently

[ ROOF MOLDING PACKAGE NO. | [ ROOF MOLDING PACKAGE NO. 2

El REAR WINDOW DEFOGGER I DUAL EXHAUSTS Iof, plus separate desd control of sach winder. Iocated controls, Now available on oll safion wagons.

Sorking s of soiless el proide o bightocen A sl im pckoge acamutes he his package profects your bumpers from dents and

etk e inproveniimasdaoloply,  Heelpdeind Sl pudty more iiior e T e R T o o o s o 1o e
oving condensation. Handy switch on dosh panel.  engine operation and promote greater fuel sconomy.

] OUTSIOE REAR
VIEW MIRROR
Eliminates rear “blind
I spots” Gleaming chrome. [ REMOTE CONTROL
REAR VIEW MIRROR

Convenient knob lets you

& conmertrn e

Y ¥

[ ELECTRIC DASH CLOCK ] STEERING WHEEL WATCH [ ASH TRAY LIGHT [0 GLOVE BOX LIGHT [ HAND BRAKE LIGHT [ TRUNK LIGHT [ STONE SHIELD [ TRIAD HORN [0 LICENSE PLATE FMME
Centrallyloceredon rsttyment’  iowied o saring wheet b Fas: NG ron floor, o moe “bilnd” seorcing o th derk han v bov Wi by Worning ight pravets inadveren ot vonacalywhe d s et fener 1, om damsye A e waring s i con Ko om i ey T £ PRISHATIC REAR VIEW MIRROR
panl, Adivs hell avomaially. fn 7.jewel movemet Sellwinding, ke ah ry casylofnd o nigh,_ cecomory.Thasa B e s o or e, o ing s M o b Tom, 5 sy beord vt o 68 of o i Mol Touehing he control bar “dims” he hodliht glre

vinent igh makes night mopesoading sas daring while the hond brake s
s 4 N of cors behind you. A “must” for nightime drivng!



1958 DE SOTO SPECIFICATIONS

ENGINES:

line overhead; intake valve diameter 1.95"; exhoust valve dia-

reflite. B.cylinder, 90 degree V. Valves inclined, in

meter 1,60°; bore and stroke, 4.125" x 3.375"; compression ratio
10t 1; displacement 361 cu. in.; 4-barrel carburetor, Taxable hp

54.4 Premium fuel recommended.

Firedome, B-cylinder, 90 degree V. Valves inclined, in line over.
head; intake valve diameter 1.957; exhaust valve diameter 1.60%;
bore and siroke 4.125% x 3.375"; compression rotio 10 to 1; dis-
placement 361 cu. in.; 2-barrel carburetor. Toxable hp 54.4
Premium fuel recommended,

Firesweep. 8-cylinder, %0 degree V. Valves inclined in line over-
head; intake valve diameter 1.95"; exhaust valve diometer 1.607;
bore and stroke, 4,062" x 3.375"; compression ratio 10 to 1; dis-
placement 350 cu. in.; 2-barrel carburetor standord equipment.
Taxoble hp 52.7. Premium fuel recommended

NOTE: Manufacturer reserves the right to revise, change or
modify construction of De Soto molor wehicles, or any part
thereof, os he moay see fit without incurring any obligation to
make like ehanges on vehicles previously sold

TRANSMISSIONS: Fireflite. Standard equipment TorqueFlite 3.
speed fully autematic transmission, hydraulically actuated;
combines forque converter with plonetary gears; ratios: starting
2.45; drive range (low] 2.45; (second] 1.45; [direct] 1.00: (reverse)

2.20. Control by manually-operoted pushbuttans [5) mounted on

extreme left side of instrument panel.

Firedome. Standord equipment 3-speed manual shift. Special
equipment TarqueFlite fully automatic 3-speed transmission with
push-button range selector (sae Fireflite specifications]. Manual
shift; 3.speeds forward and 1 speed reverse; syncro-silent all
helical gears; single plate dry-ventilated clutch; ratios: first 2.31,
second 1.55, third 1.00, reverse 2.96,

Firesweep. Stondord equipment 3-speed manual shift (see s

fications obove). Special equipment TorqueFlite fully automatic
3-speed fransmission (see’ specifications above), or Powarflite
fully automatic transmission, hydraulically actuated; combines
torque converter with planetary gears; ratios: starting 1.72, drive
range (low) 1.72, drive range (direct] 1,00, reverse 2,39, Control
by manually operated push-buttons (4] mounted on extreme left

side of instrument panel

LUBRICATION: Fireflite, Firedome and Firesweep. Full
pressure fo main connecting rod and camshaft bearings. Full-flow
ail filler standard equipment.

COOLING: Fireflite. Full length woter jacket, surrounds bores;
4-blode 18" diameter fan; water capacity 16 quarts (17 quarts
with hot water recirculoting heater).

Firedome. Full length waler jocket, surrounds bores; 4.blade
18" diameter fan; water capacity 16 quarts {17 quarts with hat
woter recirculating heater)

Firesweep. Full length water jocket, surrounds bores; 4-blade
18" diameter fan; water capacity 16 quarls {17 quarts with hot
water recirculating heater.)

DISTRIBUTOR: Fireflite, Firedome and Firesweep. Single
breaker type; mechanical ond vacuum controlled automatic
advance

REAR AXLES: Fireflite. Silent-hypoid, semi-flaating; ratio 3.15
{3.31 aptional)

Firedome. Silent-hypoid, semi-floating. Manual shift: Standard
ratio 3.54 (3.73 optional). TorqueFlite ratio 3.15 (3.31 optionall,
Firesweep. Silent-hypoid, semi-floating. Monual shift: standard
ratio 3.54 (3.73 optional). Powerflite rotio 3.31 (3.15 and 3.54
oplional). TorqueFlite ratio 3.15 (3.31 aptionall.
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