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FOREWORD

This special preview on what's
1 ities of the Master Technicians Serviee

% u'er.mtjnumu postgraduate program dedicated to the

of C tive service knowledge.

’Since 1947 Master Tech has brought mechanical knowledge and tech.

nical know-how to more than 150,000 automotive servicemen —

new in styling, engineering, and Service,

convey-

ing to them the newest and surest ways of diagnosing the servicing require-

ments ?f the modern automobile. Tech has emphasized that speedy,
economical service depends on knowing exactly where to begin,
In addition, Tech conti to bring h the latest approved

methods of making adjustments and needed repairs. This assures owners
of all the long life and enjoyment built into their cars.

8o, Tech — in effect — rounds out an important step in owner-satisfaction.
Plymoqrh builds great cars. Good service keeps them great. Master Tech
is the link that makes good service possible.

INTRODUCTION

TECH SEZ:

“CUSTOMERS WILL LOOK
*\ TO MECHANICS FOR FACTS
| ABOUT THE 1955 CARS”

When it comes to new cars, customers look to mechanics for the real low-
down on the latest features. They expect enthusiastic phrases from others
But from you, as a mechanic, they count on ‘getting the cake without the
frosting.

That's why it pays to be up on all the outstanding new features for ’S5.
You'll be asked why the many improvements were made, what they mean
in terms of increased performance and added convenience for the owner.

As an advance aid, then, this booklet gives you that story together with
a word about greater ease-of-service from a mechanic’s point of view.
You'll find it a big help in your job as a man whose opinion counts a lot

When customers know that you believe in our product, theyll be con-
vinced that it represents a real buy in value. And when you can keep the
new car running so that customers enjoy all the satisfaction built inte it,
vou help keep them sold on our new products.

Your friends, too, will ask about our new cars. So this booklet will help
you tell them and sur customers about the many features the new Plym
outh offers. Explaining what's new correctly, and servicing new cars satis-

factorily ar sth important to the success of all of
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GENERAL DESCRIPTION
OF THE PLYMOUTH—FOR 1955 THREE NEW LiNkS

For 1955, three new lines of Plymouth are offered
Savoy, and the Plaza. Wheelbase in each line has been increased to
inches. Over-all length is more than 10 inches lo; S

1 ko - 0 ; NEer, providing
high in “big-car roominess” Here is a table that gives the diri:m?:r‘::

—the Bel
— ALL-NEW STYLING . . . s 1

DYNAMIC DESIGN IN EVERY LINE!

Your ﬁ{sr look at the all-new Plymouth is breath-taking, Because f; s
top to tires and from bumper to bumper, Sl

s a completely restyled car ;.

sented. This all-new car is longer and lower — and packeg watha‘:‘glztpr&
i ¥ uf

and go!" Even when it's parked, there’s a feeling of action — as though thz MADEL

Plymouth were eager to go places with you at the wheel.

COUPE
| +D0OR
SUBURBAN
BUSINESS
(| coure

Wheelbase

i H SUBURBAN

= || CONY.
= | 20008

Over-all Length
Over-all Width

= oMo
» 5 %
= = o1
S e

zz
=

Over-all Height
Front Overhang
Angle of Approach
Rear Overhang
Angle of Departure 120

Ground Clearance {To
Frame, 5-Pass. load) &2"

Tread
Front 58.44° | 5844" | SRM4* | SRM”
Rear 58.50" | 58.50" | 5B50* | 5850°

Moight, V-8 Models—Lbs, | M0 | 355 | 3m | a0
“Weight, 6-Cyl, Models—Lbs, | 3950 | 320 | 3% | ——

*Estimated weights for cars equipped with PowerFlite
N. A.—Not Available

Optional for each car is a completely new Hy-Fire V-8 engine, or the
PowerFlow 6-cylinder engine. Naturally, higher compression ratios and
greater horsepower distinguish each new engine.

For even greater riding comfort, unusual engineering improvements in
front and rear suspension systems have been made. Shock absorber mount-
ings have been changed for more effective ride control.

mpressed with the complete newness of the '55 In addition, handling ease on all 8-cylinder models has been greatly
started from 3'“&!""“‘::: (!i:*l:‘“"ﬁ”"““'r Plymouth stylists and engineers improved with the use of symmetrical idler arm steering. This lal'r—st s"exn
balanced st ~.f‘2m=r\ an entirely new car, It's a beautifully ing innovation matches action of the steer:_ng and suspension s)slf"—ﬂri
It 1s to see 1 every line — and as exciting to drive as provide pin-point control and, combined with a new steering gear ratio,

At a glance you are }
Plymauth, But thar

reduces wheel fight and tire wear substantially.
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BODY FEATURES
NEW FULL-VIEW WINDSHIELD

You'll notice that the new Plymouth Full-View windshield gives the driv,
greater visibility than is available with any other car in the low.price ey
Windshield glass area has been increased nearly 16%. All the yisibili')“r
is where a driver wants it and can use it. There are no relocated blind
spots in upper corners. On the contrary, the new Plymouth windshield
has been wrapped around at the top as well as at the bottom for maximum
visibility.

Top corners of the glass have been moved slightly toward the rear. Lower
corners have been moved about 6 inches toward the rear. Windshield
posts still retain a pleasing rearward slant for design gracefulness.

Besides the larger glass, the windshield opening has been designed for
stronger support, strengthening the entire cowl and dash assembly. Box-
type girders are used for the roof header and windshield posts.

F "'(5’ ¥ Should it ever become necessary to
replace the glass, you'll find it easy
to do. Both the windshield and rear
window glass are mounted in an
integral-lock type of weather strip
for leakproof sealing. Since you are
familiar with this type of locking
weather strip, you know it is much

- = easier to handle when unlocking-or

locking it to make a windshield glass replacement. If chrome moldings are

used, you simply remove the outer chrome molding first, in order to expose
the integral lock.

- L L

! =i
Lilﬂ the pointed end of a narrow wooden or fiber wedge to unlock the
weather stri ; . =5
ther strip retainer. Just push the wedge into the retainer slot at either

lown g p
"Wer corner, and pry out the tongued section. Hold the wedge in that

and move it across the weather s

nd the windshield opening.
After installing a
to press th

po! ¢
rip to unlock the retainer all

new glass; use the blunt end of the wed haped tool

€ retainer back into its locked position. Finally, reinstall the

outside chrome molding,

COWL VENTILATOR

You are assured of clean fresh air for heating and ventilating from
above road level by the cowl ventilator. Unlike those on nthger cars,wr:u
Plymouth cowl ventilator can be closed flush with the cowl when not £
use. As such, it keeps out dust, rain, snow and jce. %

You can easily adjust the cowl ventilator to various size openings by
moving the convenient, new, control lever horizontally. This new oper-
ating Iﬁnkage is adjustable whenever necessary for tighter closing or easier
operation.

WINDSHIELD WIPERS

Plymouth continues as the only low-price car with elactric windshield
wipers. Both electric motor and linkage this year have been improved to
provide an increased wiper sweep angle, and for quieter operation. The
wiper motor is available in two models—the constant speed, and the
variable speed equipped with a rheostat control to provide variable-speed
operation,

As a further aid to visibility, the variable-speed wiper blades are
designed to stop in a positive, ofi-the-glass parking position.

CENTER PILLAR (“B"” POST)
The Plymouth body has been rede-
signed structurally for greater strength
and rigidity. As an example, the
center pillar for '55 is a husky box-
section girder that is much wider and
stronger than before. In addition, it
has extra reinforcements for hinge
mounting.

This sturdy center pillar means :
better door fits. Door adjustments are still designed into the car for possible
fore-and-aft, up-or-down, and in-and-out movements. You make these
hinge adjustments quickly and easily through an access hole in the center

pillar after removing part of the trim panel.
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DOOR HANDLES

Note carefully the smart, new, push-button deor handles, The
built and firmly anchored on each end. This is the first time 5 Dush b
handle and full retary latch with automatic “take-up” featury- ‘\;';H\L
offered in the Plymouth price class. The sturdy lock, indepe“dml' Dfl-:n;ﬂ
push-button handle, has a sliding cover for protection. the

Y€ rugged),

on

The Plymouth rotary door latch operates easily and with a minimum
of noise. The automatic “take-up” feature gives the doors a solid closure
for the life of the car and keeps them firmly closed and rattle-free.

If you should want to remove the door handle attaching screws, it's a
simple operation. Just remove the garnish molding and loosen the door
trim panel to reach the attaching screws.

VENT WINGS

Savoy fourdoor models, front and rear doors are
t wings. Vent w; e :
Wings. Vent wings are used on the front doors of all
® Passengers can enjoy their own cross ventilatic
ying about dras

1

ts from opened side windows.
justable for fip : . hen
g and greater ease of operation Wi
ou should find e i

imish moj¢

And if ye

v to remove the vent Wine

le retaining

LUGGAGE COMPARTMENT
Increased storage capacity marks the deeper Plymouth lu
ment, now three cubic feet larger than before, The deck fid apens wider
for ease of loading and unloading. Alse, the deck lid actually lifts higher
than the height of an average person which keeps it well out of ¥he Wiy

One key reason an owner has =

REage compart-

more usable room in the lug-
gage compartment is the new
location of the gas tank filler
pipe behind the spare tire. New
deck-lid hinges also help to
make more space available.
Weight of the heavy lid in all
positions is counterbalanced by
tension in two torsion bars in-
stead of springs.

=
B
ADJUSTMENT =
HOLES JV
i

TORSION BAR

This torsion mechanism is very simple. Torsion bars are long, slim steel
rods free at one end and anchored to a support bracket at the other A
roller fitted over the free end operates against & cam contour designed
on the back face of the hinge.

So, as the deck lid is raised, cam action causes the rods to l\-ﬁ\‘t. exerting
a torsional spring resistance that balances the lid To allow for adjusting
the torsion bar tension, three holes are located in each support plate as
shown in the illustration above.

Torsion bars eliminate the need for bulky hinges and coil %prm:ﬂ th‘df
would extend into the storage area. This improvement, plus the relocated
gas tank filler pipe, provides more usable luggage space.
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“EASY-FILL” FUEL TANK

find the gas tank filler pipe placed on the right side of the car,
in a special housing behind the spare tire. Besides contributing to a rmm.,,,‘
luggage compartment, the new filler-pipe housing is fumeproof, It separates
the pipe completely from the trunk and keeps toxic vapors from getting
into the luggage or passenger compartment.
ess to the gas tank filler cap is provided by a sturdy, spring-hinged
door in the right rear fender. Hinges are on the door’s forward edge,
it will be sed by the car air stream if the door is ever left open.
The filler pipe is vented to prevent blow-back when filling, Also, there's
a special drain to carry away spillage and overflow built into the filler-pipe
housing. This makes fueling easier, faster, and keeps gasoline from staining
or damaging the fender finish.

s0

COLORS

A wide range of body colors is offered for 1955, In order that you may be

prepared for touch-up and refinishing work on the new models; here is a

table of color numbers you will find of assistance when ordering either
or lacquer for your Paint Department.

PLYMOUTH | DITZLER
 COLOR CODE COLOR NAME

ENGINES
HY-FIRE V-8 ENGINE

Plymouth proudly introduces its all-new, short-stroke, low-friction Hy-Fire
V-8 engine which delivers peak performance with regular grade fuel. Key
items in this Hy-Fire development are the polyspherical combustion
chamber design and the PowerPoised valves, brought about by the valve
arrangement in the combustion chaml
PowerPoised valves offer some-
thing new in the way of overhead
valve arrangement. Valves in the
Hy-Fire V-8 are staggered in the
combustion chamber instead of be-
ing crowded together on one side.
ly opposite
e manifold ports, and ex-
opposite
d ports.

and wider openings. Wider openings also mean

alves, an important factor in longer valve life. The

esign was achieved using enly a single rocker arm
alve: each bank of
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are fitteq With fg,

ton, free g,
keepers, Tp,.
let the Valveg
freely,

sticking and Warpgg

Valve action iy
Hy-Fire vg anginorhii
fast and quiet he,
of hydraulic
that need g, Periodic
adjustment. These tap.
pets automatically gk,
Up any clearance i the
valve train ang Main.
tain zero lash,

8

Cause
tappets

PISTONS

Lightweight, aluminum-alloy, slipper-skirt pistons reduce wear on main
and connecting rod bearings. A cast-in stee] band controls Piston expansion,

Three rings are used on each piston,
The two narfaw, compression rings
are tin-plated to prevent scuffing and
reduce wear on cylinder walls dur-
ing break-in. The oil-control ring is
slotted and has two narrow contact
lands. An expander is used behind the
oil-control ting. This provides the
important advantage of a double
wiping action from one oil ring
and results in an efficient job of
controlling oil consumption.

SPARK PLUGS

Resistor spark plugs, Auto-L,
better economy at low Spe
befare, yoy know they last
down the tendency
necessary,

ite No. 48165 furnish smooth engine idle and
eds. Since you've worked with resistor plugs
longer than ordinary plugs. The resistor slows
of ¢lectrode-erogion, making fewer gap adjustments
The 'S5 Biymoqty V-
Plug porcelain
they do neeq o

8 en

gine has a waterproof molded cap over each
Mounted ay,

s ternally, the plugs are easy to get at in case
#90: Spark gap should be 035 ineh

10

olL FILTER

i-Fire :
54 pe replaceable ele-

Giter installed as standard
This filter should be
5,000 miles.

-8 engine feature
Another

changed every

ITY : bed

.- paras the Hy-Fire is five quarts. Factory-installed oil is a

? e Hy-| ;
e |DZEI without detergents and should be retained for the

Ll 2
o g=ds O il ine break-in.

riles to facilitate engi 3 :

first seﬂhn 1d change this oil initially at 500 miles. {\fter that, m! r::.ng‘:ls

L :;:-o‘:nade depending on conditions under which the car is driv: o;
::Iu‘;lldlhe.shunt-(ype filter, oil changes may be extended to a maximum

e
5,000 miles.

PLYMOUTH POWERFLOW SIX

Again available to owners is the dependable 6-cylinder, .L-ilea_d. Plymou:l‘;
PowerFlow engine. As you well know, this PowerFlow Six has been prov
by millions of miles in private and fleet operation.

For years the PowerFlow has topped all sixes in the !uwfpnoa field.
The simple, basic L-head design keeps the entire valve mechani: .sm located
in the engine block. No push rods or rocker arms are required. Fewer
working parts mean a minimum of friction and wear.

With the Power
OWner's driying

f low engine, oil should be changed depending on the
e n:f:;l: tl: du%l and chm‘atlc conditions under which the
; El d. Afte e mnitial 500-mile o] change, it may

um of 2,500 to 3,000 miles before the next engine oil ¢l

K plugs are Auto-Lie 45140, set to a gap of 035"
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The 19 i

ik fi:nf’?::lmu;: frame 18 more than two and one-half inches wider

il about three inches longer than formerly, The addition
at the front allows for the increased front tread. A i

needed to support the longer body. A

enables the frame to better accommod;

al
; longer frame is
wider, stronger front crossmember
ate the new V-8 engine.

STEEL PACKAGE SHELF ONEPECE STHL TOP

i R b BOX.SECTION BOOF RALS

TORSION-BAR.
Coesimay T MOLSETTIEN
COMPARTMENT LI ; sox Ecn

BOX SECTION ~
BODY SilLS

BOX-SECTION
RENFORCES FENDER CENTER PULARS
are located inboard

Four new body mounts are used. Two body mount e
egs to the more

"of the frame at the body “B” post, and provide extra s
steel body and frame assembly. Two mounts
kickup add to rear-end stability of th b

the underside of the floor pan also provide if

and drummi he a itional
i Ing. ere is also add
d d g

to the rear of

body sill to give increased rigidity a

12

FRONT SUSPENSION

Front tread is increased 2.56
inches to an over-all 58.44
inches. That makes it about
the same distance as the rear
tread. This wider front tread
has improved stability remark-
ably. You'll notice it especially
on turns, because the car cor-
ners far better than models

using a narrower tread. ! A '

SHOCK ABSORBERS

Shock absorbers are now mounted inside the front coil spring. The upper
end is attached to the frame crossmember with a new one-piece rubber
mount. The lower end is attached to the lower control arm with an eye-
type mount. This new mounting takes full advantage of improved Oriflow
shock absorber benefits. Ride control is softer and more precise, more
“direct-acting.” Incidentally, in this new position the Oriflow shocks are
protected from flying stones.




STEERING

MANUAL GEAR

COAXIAL POWER STEERING

Chrysler-designed and developed Coaxial Po
optional equipment on the 1955 Plym
bines all the Power steering mechani
into one compact tubular housing,

wer Steering is available g
outh. This power steering unit com.
SM except the Pump and flyid reservoir

Because the Power unit does 804
equipped with Coaxial Power Steering
tage of this unit is 1ts fast

As a mechanic, you'll

of the work, parking a Plymouth
is extremely easy. Another advan-
ratie which provides quick, sure steering,

be glad to learn that very little, if an

only a tooth mesh adjustm

is 150° range, mark the upper rim of the ste
Felock® pasition. Turn the wheel to the 1

anua
oo M. o :
he right Sl ing unit
e t'1"te\e Coaxial Steering -
blem:
no pro

ds about 3V

i id,

_atic transmissiont flu: i
T requires mm'-
1f the fluid
Iter in the

aut
and never
s a leak oCeUrS.
top of the fi ane
W1 know the level
yo
1005,

INKAGE
ICAL IDLER ARM STEERING l. e
g odels will have symmetrical idler 8rm g
i ing the Pitman ar arl'l'ltie
le link connecting A
= ?f afril;ieright side rail. Connected to this
ed on the frz : o
“-‘-ﬂr‘iun:nug to each steering knuckle arm.

to §pec

SYMM,

All Plymou

Operates in conjunction with the front suspension so
‘e motions have g mimmum effect on each other, Wheel
ar are mbﬁanlial],\- reduced,
ortant feature of this linkage is jtg stable ste
steering g Tatio at o

10 In the straj
ratio of the
e. Responge

ering ratio
Xireme wheel
ght-ahead Position

new Plymouth SVYMmmetr
1S Consistent]y, quick

ems, the

» steering

and uniform, over
=N adjy,
; *h wheg] s ad

thod Makes it
1




1SSION i

L will find either_ﬂ",l’.':"’m'l ion available.

utomatic POWFl',tl: nottce hat o
e Fo

5 plymouth cars

fully-au
g smission inst:
on the instrument P2

is now
Jever i§ 9
on a light switeh.

a, gy

a :T 71 of the Banging g, Eives
T€ natura| pedal i
more nearly CONStant pegy mi:_
me s
Pedal is cloger
Of Special importance 1 You, how.
ever, is the pew location  of the
master cylinder on the enging side of
the fire wall, You couldn't ask for g
Mmore  convenient service location,
Pedal adjustment for free-play can be
made at the master nder push
S ' rod under the instrument panel,
NOTE: Speaking of service, do o favor. Tell them
to have their brake service done ly ized Plymouth
dealers, That's their best protection that the proper brake fluid
will be used and that ay] cleanliness precaut; will be obse

po

el has other
transmis-

On all V-8 mod. ont br;
lining area is also rrespondin;
the rear brake drum a

lovdsautoliterature



seal about the object, In m, :
4 . 05t
of air, In othe i

TS, it may permit 5 g

before the tire becomes fat,
The flatter tread design of

'the Pavement and Provides

Icy surfaces ig especially im

the tubeless tire affords greater Contact wigh
better traction, This extra contra] on wet o
‘Portant. Besides added safety, the Very nature
24 Ibs. pressure (cold )

all 6-cylinder madels,
26 1bs, pressure (cold) _ el

—-all B-cylinder models,
h\lOTE:V Tubeless tires wilf increase about 3 Ibs, in pressure from
city driving—and about 5 Ibs. in pressure from high-speed driving.

SERVICE
Tubeless tires can b

E e inspected, foreign objects removed, and the tire
Tepaired without re

Moving the tire from the wheel. Most punctures
[ be repaired by inserting a rubber pi
! into the hole.

If you ever find it n ary to re-
move a tubeless tire, just take it off
as you would an or . Duri
installation, ho
to damage the
flange by ting
mer. Instead, use

8 fiber mallet
the tubeless tire, be sure the bead s:
If it doesn't, you may find it ne
Of the tread and apply air «
=l flange.

ACCESSORIES

EW HEATERS AVAILABLE
NI

owners have &

pletely new de luxe
separate blowers
and for defrosting.

%

heater has

far heating d
I: provides an increase of 25

mare heater capacity, and up
to 1009 more d.efm‘stll'_lg Cas
pacity. Greater capacity 1s due
to the use of larger fans ‘and
motors and a more efficient s i e
ss heater core. The heating system!

g 14 imilar to the deluxe except that the

You'll find the slandnr: heater simi :l‘ R

ter doesn’'t have a separate : %

;zn::‘::r:‘hrtzegj\ the cowl vent, warm it, and force it evenly through well-
laced ducts. i
i Lighter than before, the new heater layout improves BCCEssIb:IE-lty to
the engine. Its installation is so compact, the engine compartment is less
cluttered. Fresh-air ventilator doors under the instrument panel can also
be opened to admit cool air. Even with the cowl vent closed and the
heater running, the car will warm quickly when the ventilator doors are
open as the heater operates as a recirculating system.

RADIO

Plymouth offers an 8-tube, push-button radio. When driving in areas where
Stations are not known, the owner can switch the radio to manual tuning.
By pulling out the push button and tuning the station manually, then
pushing the button in any owner can easily reset push buttons himself,

i radio at the fac tory, you'll find the
Partment. Should the owner desire g
wstall it wherey

er he chooses. If
can be rer

 and placed in another
fender holes will req

Juire
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by two 20-amp, circuit breakers,

POWER sear CONTROLS

area protects the motor from over!

AIR CONDITIONING

the driv

Plymouth “Easy-Chair" Power Seats
make front seat Positioning as effort.
less as flicking on a light switch,
This electric mechanism moves the
front seat along an inclined track
fore-and-aft 5”. As the seat moves
forward, it rises a maximum of 1%”.
Limit switches automatically

the motor when extreme

are reached, and a 30-amp, circuit
breaker located in the cowl kick pad

With Plymouth- Air-

X
GENERATOR-EQ | %
WATER PUMP-WPG —‘—1 : 'l

-EO
R PIPE CAP-E
GE.I: .f: '\I;!Ehelmi-lﬂ‘:ﬂllln!’! SAE S0

POWER STEERING RESERVOIR

wtomatic Tranmission Flvid Type A—
Check level

UPPER CONTROL ARMS-CL

FRONT WHEEL BEARINGS-WBG
inspect

STEERING KNUCKLE KING

PIN BUSHINGS—CL

STEERING GEAR—MANUAL-FGL | X -
Check leval—SAE 90

CIUTCH TORQUE SHAFT-CL—
LOWER CONTROL ARMS —CL ==t
TIE ROD BALL JOINTS~CL
DISTRIBUTOR-ECH

OUTLET PIPE AIR CLEANER-EQ

Washin

TRANSMISSION —3-SPEED — |
Degin an

OVERDRIVE -
Drain and ref

REAR WHEEL

REAR




